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OPINION

 We the people are 
flooded with all 
manner of com-

munications. They seek our 
attention, support, time 
and money. We struggle 
with opinion masquerad-
ing as fact, partial versus 
whole truth and prom-
ises that seek to purchase 
our allegiance. Where 
are the ‘keepers of the 
gates’ (media and officials) 
charged with objectively 
guarding our interests?

Under our Constitution, 
we have built a free and 
prosperous country. It is 
the envy of the world. We 
want our nation to endure 
and prosper. We have every 

right to expect and demand 
cooperative and responsible 
action from those entrusted 
with our governance and 
truth telling. So, we need 
to ask hard questions. The 
answers, your answers, that 
speak to individual freedom 
and responsibility and the 
common good, can advance 
and sustain the nation.

This is the Third 
Degree: Tough, brief, 
weekly interrogations that 
force us to think and act.

Interrogation On: Your 
decision process

• If passion and reason 
are the sail and rudder of 
the soul (Kahlil Gibran, 
‘The Prophet’), inclusive 
of thoughts, feelings and 
actions, are you satis-
fied with your directional 
process of decision?

• How do the motiva-
tional forces of sex, power, 
fun and violence affect 
your decision process?

• How do ‘love’ and 

‘family’ and religion (or 
not) figure in the process?

• Would you choose 
tangible life results 
(money, status, health 
etc.) or improved human 
feelings and conditions?

• Can we have our 
cake and eat it too?

• Finally is "just ask 
your wife," a verity of life?

Socrates reminds: “The 
unexamined life is not 
worth living”. Examinations 
will continue in “The Third 
Degree.” The answers and 
the actions are yours.

John Borling, major general, 
USAF-ret, is a highly deco-
rated fighter pilot who served 
worldwide in high level 
command and staff posi-
tions over a 37 year career. 
An author, speaker, civic 
and business leader, he was 
a POW in North Vietnam 
for over 6½ years. He is the 
founder/chairman of SOS 
America) sosamerica.org. 

T H E  3 R D  D E G R E E

John Borling

A recent letter to the 
editor claimed that 
the Jews in Israel 

are European Zionists and 
terrorists. It’s important 
to remember that Jews are 
indigenous to the land that 
is now Israel. The 3,000-
year history of the Jewish 
people in Israel is well doc-
umented through among 
other things archeology 
and the Bible, which is 
accepted by all three major 
monotheistic religions.

The population of the 
Jews decreased dur-
ing the conquests of the 
Babylonians, Romans and 
other aggressive foreign 
empires that expelled 
many of the Jews to other 
parts of the Middle East 
and beyond, but there 
was never a time when 
there was not a Jewish 
presence and, by the late 
1800’s, the returning 
Jews were once again the 
majority in Jerusalem.

Much of the Middle East 
was under the control 
of the Ottoman Empire 
from 1517 until the end 
of WW1. The Ottoman 
Empire entered WWI 
as one of the Central 
Powers. As one of the 
victors of WWI, England 
took possession of part 
of the defeated Ottoman 
Empire and, within the 

next few decades, carved 
out new countries.

These countries 
included Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Turkey and Israel. 
Incidentally, when the 
boundaries of these coun-
tries were drawn, Israel was 
supposed to be much larger 
and include the land that is 
now Jordan. To try to sepa-
rate the Jews and Arabs, 
England gave three-fourths 
of the land to the Arab 
population and the Jews 
were left with a tiny strip of 
land. As early as the 1920s, 
the entire area between 
the Mediterranean Sea 
and the Jordan River had 
been designated for Jewish 
settlement by international 
law through several inter-
national bodies, including 
the League of Nations.

On Nov. 29, 1947, the 
UN General Assembly 
passed the Partition 
Resolution which sparked 
conflict between the 
Jews and Arabs living in 
Palestine. Irregular bands 
of Palestinian Arabs 
aligned with local units of 
the Arab Liberation Army 
attacked Jewish cities, set-
tlements and armed forces.

When Israel declared its 
independence on May 14, 
1948, it was attacked by the 
Arab League, including the 
countries of Transjordan, 
Egypt, Iraq, Syria, and 
Lebanon. Refugees were 
created on both sides.

Many Palestinians left 
on their own because 
they were advised by the 
aggressor countries to get 
out of the way while they 
defeated Israel. Some were 

driven out. Within the 
same time frame, nearly all 
of the Jews were expelled 
from the Arab and Muslim 
countries where they had 
lived for centuries. Many of 
the hundreds of thousands 
of Jews had to walk hun-
dreds of miles to the new 
country of Israel where 
the diverse immigrants 
didn’t even have a com-
mon language. They were 
resettled in Israel at great 
expense with no financial 
help from their countries 
of origin who had expelled 
them with nothing but the 
clothes on their backs.

I would suspect that 
most Palestinians and 
Israelis would like to 
raise their children in 
peace, but the Palestinian 
leadership won’t settle 
for less than the destruc-
tion of Israel. Peace plans 
that would have estab-
lished a Palestinian State 
have been offered several 
times, but the Palestinian 
leadership has always 
said no and answered 
with terrorism instead.

The Palestinian and 
Israeli people deserve a 
better fate and hopefully 
governments can work 
to that end. So long as 
terrorists represent the 
Palestinian people, there 
is little hope. The typical 
response to that frustration 
(lack of hope) is to criticize 
and blame Israel rather 
than accept reality and 
work to make things better.

Goldie Pekarsky is execu-
tive director of the Jewish 
Federation of Rockford
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Goldie Pekarsky

Transportation is 
a vital part of the 
Illinois economy.

When it comes to 
Interstate highways, 
Illinois has the third 
most Interstates in the 
nation. New York has 
31 Interstates, while 
California and Texas both 
have 25. Illinois comes in 
third with 24 Interstates. 
There is no question that 
Illinois, with its loca-
tion in the center of the 
country, is a transporta-
tion hub in the Midwest.

Funding our roads and 
infrastructure is impor-
tant not just to the Illinois 
economy, but in the 
national economy as well. 
Funding transportation 
needs, though, should be 
handled responsibly.

Unfortunately, Illinois’ 
track record on respon-
sible spending is abysmal.

Does anyone really 
trust Springfield politi-
cians to put real priorities 
over political priorities? 
We certainly do not.

The Capital Plan the 
House and the Senate 
approved at the end of the 
legislative session has very 
little specifics on where 
the money is going, while 
simultaneously doubling 
the gas tax on poor and 
middle-class families and 
raising the license plate 
renewal by $50 on Illinois 
drivers. Illinois Taxpayers 
deserve to know how their 
money is being spent, and 
legislators who voted for 
these tax hikes without 
specifically knowing how 
the money would be allo-
cated have done a disser-
vice to these taxpayers.

It is especially discourag-
ing to see many Republican 
leaders not only vote for 
these tax increases, but 
then promote false narra-
tives that are constantly 
perpetuated by the tax-
and-spend Democrats in 
order to excuse their votes.

To hear some Republican 
leaders talk about how we 
have to raise taxes because 
Illinois taxpayers don’t 
currently pay enough to 
cover our spending pro-
grams is shocking. These 
are Democrat talking points 
and they are embarrass-
ing. We hear them say, “we 

haven’t raised the gas tax 
since 1990.” What they fail 
to mention is that Illinois 
taxpayers are already 
burdened with a gas tax 
that is top 10 in the nation.

We are willing to work 
alongside the Republican 
leaders as we tackle tough 
issues in the future, but 
these kinds of policies were 
exactly what our voters sent 
us to Springfield to oppose. 
Illinois taxpayers deserve 
political leadership that is 
willing to find solutions that 
deal with the real underly-
ing issues. Watching as our 
party blindly accepts that 
raising taxes is the only way 
forward is an injustice to the 
taxpayers and constituents 
that sent us here, and we 
won’t be any part of it.

As fiscally responsible 
Republicans, we should 
be talking about why the 
state needs such a higher 
percentage of our money 
to deal with infrastruc-
ture. Why does it cost so 
much more per mile to 
build roads and bridges 
in Illinois compared to 
many other states?

Like so often is the 
case, in Illinois we suf-
fer under heavy mandates 
and an adversarial regula-
tory environment that 
drives costs upward.

We have onerous pre-
vailing wage rates and 
our taxpayers potentially 
pay up to five times what 
taxpayers in neighboring 
Indiana pay for work-
ers’ compensation.

We should be talking 
about how Illinois taxpay-
ers are getting robbed by 
Springfield politicians on 
behalf of the powerful spe-
cial interests. Why should 
more taxpayer dollars be 
spent to prop up special 
interests? We should be 
demanding that Springfield 
prove they can be trusted to 
deal with the big cost driv-
ers in government. That 
is the only way to ensure 
that we are maximizing 
taxpayer investments.

Middle-class taxpay-
ers are being forced to pay 
more because Springfield 
politicians will not deal 
with the tough issues.

The Republican Party is 
supposed to be the party 
of fiscal responsibility. If 

infrastructure is indeed the 
priority everyone says that 
it is — then why are we not 
budgeting for it every year 
instead of coming around 
every decade with a mas-
sive spending proposal 
that is funded by borrow-
ing and tax increases?

The truth is we can’t 
budget for this every year 
because the state is saddled 
with debt from unpaid 
bills, excessive mandates, 
job-killing regulations, 
crushing pension and 
Medicaid burdens, and 
record setting  numbers of 
government taxing bod-
ies. Once we deal with 
these issues, then we will 
be able to properly get our 
funding priorities in line.

Instead, we hear career 
politicians opining about 
how courageous they 
are to take more of our 
hard-earned money to 
pay for their mismanage-
ment and out of control 
spending. We are told that 
raising taxes is, “a tough 
but necessary vote.”

Raising taxes in Illinois 
is not courageous. It is just 
business as usual in Illinois.

Select Republicans may 
have curried temporary 
favor with the Springfield 
special interests with 
this vote, but it has come 
at the high cost of los-
ing credibility with the 
middle-class taxpayers.

Speaker Madigan, Gov. 
Pritzker and the special 
interests can chalk up a 
big win by getting some 
Republican leaders to 
recite their talking points 
and vote for another tax 
increase without specific 
and measurable reforms.

Once again, Democrats 
feast like kings while 
“Republicans” are happy 
begging for the crumbs 
and the persecuted Illinois 
taxpayers take yet another 
uppercut to the gut.

State Reps. Blaine Wilhour, 
R-Effingham; Brad 
Halbrook, R-Shelbyville; 
David McSweeney, 
R-Barrington Hills; Darren 
Bailey, R-Xenia; Chris 
Miller, R-Oakland; Allen 
Skillicorn, R-Crystal 
Lake; Dan Caulkins, 
R-Decatur; John Cabello, 
R-Machesney Park
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Your decision process

Taxpayers need more 
friends in Springfi eld

By Kathy Hilbert Dierstein

For members of 
the American 
Association of 

University Women-
Rockford Branch, the 
1970s continue with a 
variety of study groups 
on topics from the arts 
to young children.

Education has always 
been an emphasis, and in 
the ‘70s we worked with 
the League of Women 
Voters on a Know Your 
School survey of Rockford 
public elementary and 
middle schools, compiling 
the results in 1971-73. An 
AAUW branch also made 
a survey of local nursery 
schools, “Child from Birth 
to Six.” The branch had 
an observer at Rockford 
School Board meetings; 
was asked to interview 
candidates for the Illinois 
Board of Education, and 
one of our members, Justine 
Wahlout, served on that 
board for a number of years. 
We also provided volun-
teers for Rockford School 
District referendums.

The branch started a 
volunteer bureau led by 
Jo Paul to provide speak-
ers in special fields to the 
public schools. Called 
SOURCE (Service of 
Uncovering Resources 
in the Community for 
Education), in 1970-1971 
it branched out from 
serving one school to the 
entire district, and from 
having only a volunteer 
staff to having a half-
time director paid by the 

Rockford School System.
Among community 

endeavors we sup-
ported were the Forward 
Rockford steering 
committee and sev-
eral projects with LWV 
such as court watching. 
Several branch mem-
bers even decided to 
seek appointment to or 
run for public offices.

The branch supported 
and provided volunteers 
for the passage of the new 
Illinois Constitution in 
1970. In 1976 the AAUW 
and LWV collaborated on 
a new “Local Government 
Handbook.” The branch 
also sponsored a non-
partisan debate between 
US Senator Charles Percy 
and challenger Alex Seith 
in 1978, as well as an 
earlier debate between 
US Representative John 
B. Anderson and oppo-
nent Stephan Eytalis.

The World Affairs 
Council, sponsored by Rock 
Valley College and com-
munity groups including 
AAUW, hosted on topics 
from China to the USSR, 
and NATO to the United 
Nations. Two branch 
members took advantage 
of and opportunity from 
Illinois AAUW to tour 
China, The branch also 
hosted visitors from Nigeria 
and Tanzania in 1976.

The focus on women 
was emphasized by the 
creation of a “Women” 
chair at the 1975 Seattle 
national convention that 
led to monitoring Title 
IX (1972) in local schools. 

The branch also supported 
passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in Congress, 
the top legislative priority 
for several years with local 
efforts ranging from phone 
calls and letters to key leg-
islators to hosting the 1979 
Illinois AAUW Convention 
in Janesville, Wis., tak-
ing our state convention 
to a “ratified state.”

During the ‘70s, we 
worked on each of the 
Beattie Is festivals, leading 
to two years of “Art Walks” 
in 1977 and 1978. Members 
viewed are and visited with 
artists at home in Shaw 
Woods and Imperial Oaks. 
We also participate in the 
local Bicentennial project 
to build and landscape a 
mini-park dedicated to 
Rockford’s Founders, 
which was completed 
with a sculpture of those 
founders by local art-
ist Gene Horvath.

The branch joined 
forces with several other 
women’s groups to pro-
vide a monthly televi-
sion program that began 
as “Majority Report 
— The Real World of 
Women” and evolved into 
“Women Speak Out.”

Kathy Hilbert Dierstein 
is past branch president.  
AAUW-Rockford Branch 
is celebrating its 90th 
anniversary in 2019. It is a 
nonpartisan organization 
and open to both women 
and men with at least a 
two-year college degree. For 
more information, visit 
rockfordarea-il.aauw.net.
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Collaboration, local education 
among focuses in the 1970s

A history lesson 
about Jews in Israel


